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say to it? says he. She says little, sir, says his daughter ; but she cannot but be moved with it, for 'tis a surprising story. I dare say, says her father, I shall hear of him again ; she won't turn him off again, I hope; I am sure she does not deserve him now. She says so herself, says the daughter, that he ought to refuse her now for the same reason that she refused him. Well, says the father, we shall certainly hear of him again, I am fully persuaded ; he will have no rest till he comes to see her again.
A few weeks after this they returned to London, and the eldest sister, being impatient to see her aunt, and to give her some account of these things, they went both away to Hampstead; when they came thither, she failed not to give her aunt a particular account of all these passages, as well that which had happened at their visit to the merchant's lady in London, as what had happened at the Bath, all which, but especially the last, were wonderfully surprising and agreeable to their aunt. Well, niece, says the aunt to the youngest sister, what do you think of these things? I can say little to them, madam, says she ; I am glad, for his sake, that God has opened his eyes. But is it no satisfaction to you, child, says her aunt, that you have been so far the instrument of it ? Alas ! madam, says she ; I the instrument! I have been none of the instrument, not I. Yes, yes, replies her aunt, you have, and he acknowledges it too : and, turning to the eldest sister, says she, I think, child, now you may perform your promise, and tell your sister what he said to you when he called here as he went out of town. Yes, madam, says she, so I think too.
(Here she gives her sister a full account of what he had said, as before.)
I think you might have told me this before, says the youngest sister.    Nay, sister, replied she, did